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Ottoman Empire in Europe, even if this help was given
under the compulsion of major force. On the other
hand, the role played by the Greek business genius in
Turkey was second only to that of the Armenians and the
numerous Jews who at all times held an important place
in the Ottoman Empire, the first as money lenders and
bankers, the second as merchants and artisans. Never-
theless, the place held by the Greeks was superior to both
Armenians and Jews; in the first place, because the
Greeks were more numerous, in the second, because they
happened to be of the race from which the Turks con-
quered the Empire, and in the third, because the Greeks
were seafarers—something which was lacking in their
companions in slavery. In the seventeenth century and
late into the eighteenth, the Greek had made himself in-
dispensable to his Turkish master. Such high offices as
the governorships of Wallachia and Moldavia were open
to them, ambassadorships and high palace posts were
given freely to them, and the whole diplomatic service of
the Empire was fast passing into their control. The Otto-
man Empire in the middle of the eighteenth century was
daily giving a larger control of public affairs to the
Greeks, and had the Hellenic race been pleased to remain
a permanent subject of the Sultan, there might have
developed a joint control of the fortunes of the Empire.
This, however, could not be. The Greeks in the Turk-
ish service outdid their masters in fanaticism; they were
more Turkish than the Turks themselves; they worked
against the most ardent desire of the Greek race, which
was not joint control of Turkey, but Hellenic inde-
pendence, and eventual redemption of Constantinople.
Many as the Greek servants of the Sultan were, they
were vastly outnumbered by the immense majority of
those who dreamed of a free and independent Greece.
And the straggle of 1821, with its terrible sacrifices, and
the declaration of Hellenic independence of 1829, were the

